INTERMEZZO
his authority was a legitimate one, He was courageous
because he was not afraid of his power, as Napoleon and
the Directory had been afraid of theirs. He was not afraid
of it because he had not usurped it either by a surprise
attack or other violent measures, by a fraudulent election,
or by a subterfuge. He had inherited it from his ancestors
in accordance with a law which France had held saaed
for centuries and which was still sacred to a majority of
Frenchmen. He knew that he had a legal right to the
throne and that this right was recognized by France. That
was why he had treated Alexander, who on several occa-
sions had dared to question that right, as an insignificant
second-class sovereign. That was why he had not wanted
to be the executor of the Revolution's will and had granted
the nation a Charter in his own right. And finally, that
was why, after having granted the Charter, he now had
the courage, unlike the Revolution, to put it into execu-
tion. The blunders with which historians have reproached
him and the tremendous service he rendered France and
Europe after 1814, both come from the same source-the
legitimacy of his authority. That is the one great lesson
to be learned from the entire story of the Revolution:
liberty is only possible under a legitimate government,
whether it be monarchic or republican.-